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Purpose 

There is a dual purpose to this policy. Firstly, to raise awareness of the strategies that are 

being formally taught to the pupils in each year group that will support them in written and 

mental calculations. Secondly, it helps stakeholders identify the appropriate concrete, 

pictorial and abstract representations (and the resources that will be needed) to develop a 

deeper understanding. This ensures consistency across the key stages of both schools. 

 

Navigating the Policy 

 This policy begins by introducing the key methods which will be widely used across the year 

groups. Following this, the fundamental concepts for early calculation introduced in EYFS are 

presented. The remainder of the policy is divided between the four operations. For each of 

these operations, different strategies are presented alongside recommended 

representations. These examples are not exhaustive and teachers and pupils may develop 

strategies of their own. In order to master a mathematical concept, children will need the 

opportunity to use their Maths using the Concrete-Pictorial-Abstract (CPA) approaches. 

Children should go back and forth over these representations in order to reinforce their 

learning. Finally, the policy concludes with a short glossary of key mathematical terms. 

 

Mathematical Language 

It is essential that the strategies outlined in this policy are taught using the correct 

mathematical vocabulary. New vocabulary needs to be introduced and explained carefully. 

Teachers should have high expectations of the mathematical vocabulary and should not 

accept incorrect terms. 
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EYFS 
Skill Year 

Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system EYFS 

Subitise (up to 5) EYFS 

Explore the composition of numbers 
EYFS 

Automatically recall number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts), and some number 

bonds to 10, including doubling facts. 

EYFS 

 

Skill: Count beyond 20 Year: EYFS 

 Children can 

accurately count in 

1s beyond 20. 

 

Children can 

practically count 

objects, sounds and 

actions using 1:1 

correspondence 

during games and 

activities. 

 

Children can 

accurately count a 

total number of 

objects. 

 

Skill: Subitise (up to 5) Year: EYFS 

 Children subitise 

quantities up to 5. 

 

Children are 

introduced to 

commonly found 

representations. 
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Skill: Explore the composition of numbers Year: EYFS 

 Children can 

explore the 

composition of 

numbers up to 10. 

 

They begin to 

partition numbers 

and explore 

numbers that make 

other numbers.  

 

These 

representations 

support 

aggregation before 

children move on to 

more formal 

methods of 

augmentation. 

 
Skill: Recall numbers bonds to 5 (and some to 10) including 

subtraction facts and doubling facts. 

Year: EYFS 

                    

Children are 

introduced to a 

range of 

representations 

which enable them 

to visualise the 

partitioned 

numbers. 
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Addition 
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Subtraction 
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Times Tables 
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Multiplication 
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Division 
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Addition and Subtraction: 

 

 
Multiplication and Division 

 

 
 


